Species of Habitat Fragmentation Concern

Species: Grasshopper Sparrow (Ammodramus savannarum)

Habitat Preference: Seasonal resident, species nests in North
Dakota. Prefers moderately open grasslands and prairies with
patchy bare ground (Vickery 1996). Encroachment of shrubs
and other woody vegetation on open grasslands negatively
impacts Grasshopper Sparrows (Hagen et al., 2005).
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Habitat Fragmentation Concerns: Species of Conservation
Priority in North Dakota (Level I; Hagen et al., 2005). Major
threat to species is destruction and/or degradation of grasslands
(Hagen et al., 2005). Majority of research suggests density and
occurrence of Grasshopper Sparrows is sensitive to habitat
patch size (Ribic et al., 2009). Grasshopper Sparrow more

s " Map of Species Range in North Dakota
likely to occupy large tracts of habitat than small fragments Source: Hagen et al., 2005

(Vickery 1996).
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